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KTSPMS 

HUATMA RAJGURU MAHAVIDYALAYA 
Rajgurunagar, Tal – Khed, Dist – Pune 410505 

Name of Department – Geography 

Name of Activity –Field Visit 

Shivneri, Naneghat, Lenyadri and Ozar 

The Department of Geography, Hutatma Rajguru Mahavidyalaya, Rajgurunagar, 

organized an educational Field Visit to Shivneri Fort, Naneghat, Lenyadri and Ozar in 

Junnar Tehsil of Pune District on 029 September 2026. The field visit was organized with 

the primary objective of providing students with practical and experiential knowledge of the 

physical, historical, cultural, environmental and geographical characteristics of the Junnar 

region. A total of 45 Second Year students participated in the field visit under the guidance 

of Prof.Dr. D. D. Muluk, Head, Department of Geography. The activity was planned to 

connect theoretical concepts taught in the classroom with direct observation and field-based 

learning. 

The students and faculty members departed from Hutatma Rajguru 

Mahavidyalaya, Rajgurunagar, at 7.00 a.m. The journey itself provided students with an 

opportunity to observe changes in the physical landscape, settlement patterns, agricultural 

activities, transportation networks and surrounding geographical features. Before 

commencing the field visit, the students were briefed about the objectives of the activity, field 

observation techniques, discipline, environmental responsibility and safety precautions. 

Students were also instructed to carefully observe the natural and cultural features at each 

location and relate their observations to concepts studied in Geography. 

The first destination of the field visit was Shivneri Fort, which was reached at 

approximately 9.30 a.m.Shivneri is an important historical and geographical site located in 

the Junnar region. It is historically associated with the birth of ChhatrapatiShivajiMaharaj. 

During the visit, students observed the fort's location, surrounding hill ranges, slopes, rock 

formations, natural defensive features, access routes and the relationship between the fort and 

the surrounding physical landscape. The faculty explained how relief, elevation, natural 

barriers and strategic location influenced the development and historical significance of hill 

forts in the Sahyadri region. 

The visit to Shivneri also provided an opportunity for students to understand the 

relationship between physical geography and historical development. The students 

observed the rugged terrain and elevated location of the fort and discussed how geographical 

conditions influenced settlement, transportation, defence and human activities in the region. 

The historical significance of Shivneri also helped students appreciate the relationship 
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between cultural heritage and geographical landscape. The visit encouraged students to 

understand the importance of preserving historical sites and promoting responsible heritage 

tourism. 

The second destination was Naneghat, which was reached at approximately 12.30 

p.m.Naneghat is an important mountain pass in the Sahyadri range and has considerable 

geographical and historical significance. The students observed the mountainous terrain, rock 

surfaces, slopes, valleys and surrounding landscape. The faculty explained the geographical 

importance of mountain passes and their role in connecting different regions. The location 

provided an excellent opportunity for students to observe the geomorphological 

characteristics of the Sahyadri Mountains directly. 

At Naneghat, students also studied the relationship between relief, climate, 

vegetation and human movement. The faculty explained how mountain passes have 

historically facilitated movement, communication and trade between different geographical 

regions. The students observed the natural landscape and discussed the role of topography in 

influencing transportation routes and human activities. The visit also provided an opportunity 

to understand the tourism potential of mountain landscapes and the importance of sustainable 

management of environmentally sensitive areas. 

An important component of the field visit was the observation and collection of 

information regarding flora and fauna of the region. Dr. D. M. Markad, Faculty, 

Department of Geography, provided information about the vegetation and biodiversity 

observed during the field visit. Students were encouraged to observe different forms of 

natural vegetation and identify the relationship between vegetation, climate, soil, relief and 

water availability. The discussion also highlighted the ecological importance of the Sahyadri 

region and the need for conservation of its biodiversity. 

The third destination was Lenyadri, which was reached at approximately 4.00 

p.m.Lenyadri is an important religious and archaeological site associated with the 

Ashtavinayak pilgrimage tradition and is also known for its rock-cut caves. Students 

observed the surrounding hill landscape, rock formations, caves and the geographical setting 

of the site. The visit provided an opportunity to understand the relationship between physical 

landscape, human settlement, religious activities, cultural heritage and tourism. 

The faculty members explained the importance of rock-cut caves and their 

relationship with the geological and geomorphological characteristics of the region. 

Students observed the rock surfaces and the location of the caves within the hill environment. 

The visit helped students understand how natural geological formations and human activities 

can interact over time to create important cultural landscapes. Students were also made aware 

of the importance of protecting archaeological and religious heritage sites. 
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The field visit then proceeded to Ozar, which was reached at approximately 5.00 

p.m.Ozar is another important religious and cultural destination associated with the 

Ashtavinayak pilgrimage circuit. Students visited the sacred site and observed its 

surrounding geographical and cultural environment. The visit provided an opportunity to 

study the relationship between religious tourism, local economy, settlement development and 

geographical location. Students were encouraged to observe how pilgrimage destinations 

contribute to tourism and related economic activities in the surrounding areas. 

A significant academic objective of the field visit was the study of the origin and 

drainage system associated with the Kukadi River. The faculty explained the geographical 

importance of the Kukadi river system and its relationship with the physical landscape of the 

Junnar region. Students were encouraged to understand the influence of relief, rainfall, slope 

and drainage characteristics on river formation and development. This field-based 

explanation helped students relate theoretical concepts of drainage, river origin and physical 

geography to the actual landscape. 

The geomorphological characteristics and climatic conditions of the region were 

explained by Mr. M. L. Muluk, Faculty, Department of Geography. During the field visit, 

students were introduced to various geomorphological features such as hills, slopes, valleys, 

rock surfaces and other landforms. The faculty explained the role of weathering, erosion, 

geological structure and climatic conditions in shaping the landscape. Students were 

encouraged to observe these features directly and relate them to the concepts discussed in 

their Geography curriculum. 

The field visit also provided an opportunity to study the climatic characteristics of 

the Sahyadri mountain region. Students observed variations in vegetation, moisture 

conditions, relief and environmental characteristics along the route. The faculty explained the 

influence of elevation, monsoon rainfall, topography and slope on local environmental 

conditions. The students thus gained a better understanding of the interaction between climate 

and physical geography. 

The activity also included trekking and mountain landscape observation, 

particularly at the hill and fort locations. Trekking enabled students to observe changes in 

elevation, slope, vegetation and terrain at close range. It also contributed to the development 

of physical fitness, endurance, discipline and teamwork. Students were encouraged to 

maintain environmental cleanliness and avoid activities that could damage the natural 

surroundings. 

The field visit had an important heritage and tourism education component. The 

students visited historical sites, religious places, rock-cut caves and mountain landscapes, 

allowing them to understand the tourism potential of the region. The faculty explained that 

the development of tourism should be accompanied by proper conservation of natural 
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resources, historical monuments, archaeological sites and cultural heritage. Students were 

encouraged to follow responsible tourism practices during the visit. 

Throughout the field visit, students maintained an academic approach by observing 

geographical features and interacting with the faculty members. The activity helped students 

develop skills in field observation, geographical interpretation, environmental 

awareness, data collection, identification of physical features and documentation. 

Students were able to understand how geographical knowledge can be applied outside the 

classroom through direct observation and field study. 

The participation of 45 Second Year students made the field visit highly interactive 

and academically valuable. Students actively participated in trekking, geographical 

observations, discussions and visits to historical and religious sites. The interaction between 

students and faculty members helped clarify geographical concepts and encouraged students 

to develop greater interest in field-based geographical studies. 

The field visit concluded with the departure from the final destination and the group 

arrived back at the college at approximately 6.30 p.m. The students and faculty members 

successfully completed the planned field-study programme. The activity provided a 

combination of academic learning, physical activity, heritage appreciation, environmental 

awareness and practical geographical observation. 

Overall, the Field Visit to Shivneri, Naneghat, Lenyadri and Ozar was 

successfully organized by the Department of Geography, Hutatma Rajguru Mahavidyalaya, 

Rajgurunagar. The field visit provided 45 Second Year students with valuable first-hand 

experience of the physical, geomorphological, climatic, ecological, historical, cultural and 

tourism-related characteristics of the Junnar region. Under the guidance of Prof.Dr. D. D. 

Muluk, Head of the Department, and with the academic support of Dr. D. M. Markad and 

Mr. M. L. Muluk, the activity successfully connected classroom learning with field 

experience. The study of flora and fauna, mountain landscapes, geomorphological features, 

climatic conditions, the Kukadi River system, historical sites, religious places and tourism 

resources significantly enriched the students' geographical understanding and contributed to 

their overall academic and personal development. 
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