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Report on Academic Trip to Wai–Mahabaleshwar–Pratapgad 

 

An academic trip was successfully organized by the Arts Faculty of Hutatma Rajguru 

Mahavidyalaya, Rajgurunagar on 20th February 2025. Students from the Marathi, English and 

Geography departments enthusiastically participated in this enriching educational excursion. 

The primary objective of the trip was to provide students with experiential learning 

opportunities by exploring historically and culturally significant locations. The group visited 

several notable sites in the Wai–Mahabaleshwar region, including: Bhillar Village – known 

as the "Village of Books," where students explored the concept of open-library culture and 

its role in promoting reading habits and literary engagement in rural communities. Manghar 

Village – a site of social and cultural importance, offering insight into rural life and local 

traditions. Wai Ganpati Temple – a spiritual and architectural landmark, where students 

learned about the temple’s historical significance and its role in regional heritage. Pratapgad 

Fort – a majestic historical fort associated with Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and the famous 

battle against Afzal Khan. The visit offered students a deep dive into Maratha history, 

architecture and strategic warfare. A total of 17 students from the Department of English 

took part in the trip. The academic excursion was coordinated by Dr. S.S. Mande and Prof. 

V.B. Kathe, who ensured the program was well-organized, informative and smoothly 

executed. Their guidance helped students make meaningful academic connections between 

classroom learning and real-world contexts. Throughout the trip, students interacted with 

local guides, engaged in group discussions and reflected on how literature, geography and 

history intertwine to shape cultural narratives. For English students in particular, the visit to 

Bhillar and Pratapgad sparked conversations on travel writing, regional literature and 

historical storytelling. The trip was highly appreciated by the students for its educational 

value, interdisciplinary relevance and memorable experiences. It not only broadened their 

academic perspectives but also fostered camaraderie and cultural awareness among the 

participants. 
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