Prose: In Sahyadri Hills A Lesson In Humility

Summary

The story deals with the humility of the poor people living in the tribal areas of Sahyadri. She helps the
school children there. But she is impressed by the character of the people there. They are poor but follow
old precious traditions.

The writer was very fond of travel. She moves to various places — be it forests, mountains or
monuments of Egypt. Once she went to the dense forest of Sahyadri in Karnataka. It was rainy season.
It was raining all day. Still she enjoyed the beauty of nature. She smelled the flowers and heard the
sweet songs of the birds.

The author went to visit a school in a tribal area. His charitable organization wanted to help the school.
The tribe living there is called “Thandas” and their chief is called “Thandappa”. He used to be the most
senior person among them. They considered him as their god. He followed the traditions he learned as a
child. It was raining heavily when the author reached there. She thought she had visited a new planet.
Yet she did not feel alienated.

The writer did not know where the school really was. She asked a woman who taking three pots of water
on her head. The writer asked her about the address of the s But she felt amazed, said something and went
away. Perhaps she did not understand th er’s language. Then the writer asked an old man: “Where is the
school?”. He said something his language and raised his hand in the direction of the school. Schoo

The school building was nothing but an old house covered with dry grass. It was a prima school. The
children were playing near the school. The writer went into the school room. The were chairs, tables and a
blackboard. There were no lights or fans. There was a small windo for ventilation (d). There were no
teachers or clerks. Soon an old man came to the writer He enquired about her. The writer introduced
herself to him. She added that they wanted to he the school.

The old man worked as a peon-cum-watchman in the school. He lived there only. Once he was a guide
too. He did not get any payment. His grand-son learnt in that school. So, he worked there. The writer
asked the old man about the administration of the school. The man told her that it was run by the state
government. There were two teachers and 50 students. The writer felt happy to know the big number of
the students. It was notable. The parents were poor and uneducated. But they wished their children to
learn. The writer then asked him whether they had any problems. The man did not say much. But he took
the writer to the nearby hut.

There lived an old man in the hut. He was the “ Thandappa” of the tribe. The writer asked the chief about
the problems of the school. He said that the students have to come to school in rain and they get wet.
They do not have sufficient dresses too. Nobody had spoken so openly to the writer so far (31). The writer
thanked the men and left. She decided to bring umbrellas and clothes for students when she would come
there again.

The writer visited the school again. It was winter. The place looked like a paradise. The sky was clear.
There were flowers everywhere. She met the Thandappa. He recognised (3) her and welcomed her. The
writer said: “I have brought some things for the students. Take this bag.” The man hesitated. The writer
said “Take the things. They will be useful for the students in the rainy season.” The man did not accept
the bag but went to his hut.



The writer spoke with the students. She said, “What do you want to learn? The boys hesitated to speak.
But after some time one of them dared to speak. He said, “We have no seen a computer. Do you have any
book on computer in Kannad?” The writer became happ She herself had worked as a teacher. She
wondered to learn that the students from a rural an tribal area have such modern thoughts. The writer
promised the students that she would giv them a book on computers next time. The boys became happy.
The writer too became happ Soon the old man, "Thandappa came back from his hut. He said “ amma” and
gave the writer a bottle of some red drink. It was the drink made from the red fruits from the forests. The
writer did not like to take something from the poor people. So, she refused to take the bottle but politely.
To this, the old man said: "You have given us something. So, you should take some- thing from us. If you
don't take the bottle, 1 will not accept the things brought by you." The writer accepted the gift happily. But
it was a new experience for her. People only thank us when we help them. Sometimes they also complain
for getting less money. They expect more things. However, the old man who lived in the trible areas of
the Sahyadries was living the great philosophy of life. It is :" When you can give something, then only
take something from other. Don't take anything from others without giving something. The writer saw
culture in it best form there. It is not taught in the schools run by managements.
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Prose: The Model Millionaire

Summary

The Model Millionaire is story written by Oscar Wilde. The story tells about a model that is ideal
millionaire and also about the model picture which is worthy of million dollars. However, the theme of
the story is how rich man enables up poor young man to marry the girl whom he liked

According to the writer, the truth of modern life is that it is better to be rich than to be charming. Love is
the right of the rich and not the occupation of the poor. Hughie is a very charming but unemployed young
man. He tried his hand at several jobs but could not continue any of them and so remained poor and
unemployed. To make things worse, he had fallen in love with Laura Merton, the daughter of a retired
Colonel. But the Colonel would not allow him to marry his daughter till he would get 10,000 pounds of
his own.

One day, he visited his painter friend, Alan Trevor, in his studio. He was painting the portrait of a beggar
man. The beggar was standing on the raised platform as a model. He was an old man with wrinkles on his
face. In one hand, he had a rough stick and in the other his rough hat for alms. Allan told the writer that he
got 2000 guineas for the picture. The model got one shilling for one sitting. The writer remarked that the
models too should get commission in the price of the pictures.

Meanwhile, the servant told Trevor to meet the frame-maker in the other room. The old beggar was poor
and weak. Hughie felt pity for him and gave him the only sovereign he pos- sessed. The beggar smiled
and thanked him. He then met Laura and told her about his behav lour. She became angry with him for his
extravagance.



That night, Hughie met Trevor in a club. Hughie told Trevor that he had felt pity for the old beggar.
Trevor too informed Hughie that the old man liked him very much. Then he amazed him saying that the
old man too liked him. He added that the old man knew everything about Hughie, Laura, the Colonel, and
also about the Colonel’s condition of 10,000 pounds. Then Trevor in- formed Hughie that the old beggar
actually was one of the richest men in Europe. His name was Baron Hausberg. He had given Trevor
money to paint him as a beggar.

Hughie wondered to know that the beggar was none but Baron Hausberg. He felt sorry for giving him a
sovereign. Trevor told Hughie that the Baron would invest the sovereign for him and give him interest. It
was really the highest credit for Hughie. So, Hughie should not worry but relax as usual.

The next morning, Naudin brought a card for Hughie on behalf of the Baron. Hughie thought that he
might have come for an apology. But actually Hughie had got a letter with an envelope containing a
cheque for £10,000. On the envelop was written: “A wedding present to Hughie and Laura, from an old
beggar.” Later on, both Trevor and the Baron were present on the occasion of the marriage of Hughie and
Laura. The Baron made a speech at the wedding breakfast. Finally, Alan Trevor remarked: “Millionaire
models are rare enough but model millionaires are rarer.”*
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Prose: The Eyes are not Here

Summary

The Eyes are not Here’ is a fine short story by Ruskin Bond. It is related to a blind
man and his journey by a train. The story is full of suspense and surprise. The
narrator wants and makes efforts to hide his blindness from the girl who is travelling
with him. Finally, he learns that the girl too is blind. The ending reveals the truth with

surprise.

The narrator is travelling by train. He is sitting near the window. He is blind. At one
station, a girl enters the compartment. Her parents advise her to take care. The
narrator likes her com- pany. He praises her face and imagines that her hair may be
beautiful. He speaks of the beauty of Nature at Missouri. They also speak about the
scene outside. Soon the girl gets down at the next station called Saharanpur. Her aunt
comes to receive her. The girl comes in the way of a man. He expresses an apology.
The train moves on. The new traveller praises the company of the girl. The narrator
asks him whether the hair of the girl was long or short. The man tells him that he did

not notice her hair. He adds that he had seen her eyes and not hair. Her eyes were



beautiful. But they were useless because she was blind. The narrator remained calm

with wonder.

Thus, the story is short but sweet. It impresses us by its surprising end.
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